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What’s with the California’s Proposition 65 Warnings?
There are a few Kinco® products which fall under California’s Proposition 65 
warning requirements. In accordance with the state’s consumer awareness 
stipulations, the applicable products are designated with Prop 65 warnings on 
their packaging, sell sheets, our catalog, and/or our website. While we believe 
our products are not harmful when used as designed, we provide the warning 
as a result of this California law. 

800+ Chemicals with Warnings
You may have seen warnings on products or  
items you have purchased. These warnings  
are a result of California’s Proposition 65  
requirements. To be clear, Proposition 65 does  
not ban the sale of any products containing  
these chemicals; it only requires the warnings.

Over 800 chemicals have been listed under this  
California law. Prop 65 standards are among the  
most stringent standards in place anywhere and are  
often far more stringent than federal standards. You  
can find the list on the Proposition 65 website:  
http://oehha.ca.gov/prop65/prop65_list/newlist.html

Uhh, Cancer?
Consumers should always be aware and take heed of all product warnings. 
Does a Prop 65 warning mean that the product will actually cause cancer 
or other reproductive harm when the product is used in its typical way? Not 
necessarily. The listing of a chemical under Prop 65 could be the result of tests 
on laboratory animals where the animals are fed very high levels of chemicals. 

Prop 65 standards are often stringent. For example, for reproductive toxicants, 
the level for warnings is 1000 times lower than the lowest level at which 
animal studies reported no reproductive health effect. A Prop 65 warning does 
not automatically mean that products are unsafe. 

The FDA v. Prop 65
It should be noted California product label warnings requirements are not 
usually the same as federal safety requirements regulated by the FDA. This 
causes a mismatch between warnings on products sold in California and 
what is required in the USA. So this can explain why sometimes you may see 
a California Prop 65 warning on a product sold in California but no warning on 
the same product sold elsewhere. These products are not made different; it is 
just that Prop 65 warnings are required by California law.

This information provided on this page was sourced from the Prop 65 website 
and was updated on 11/13/2014. Please refer to the California Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment website for the most up-to-date 
information regarding this topic.

A Proposition 65 warning generally means one of two things: (1) the business 
has evaluated the exposure and has concluded that it exceeds the risk level as 
defined by the law; or (2) the business has chosen to provide a warning simply 
based on its knowledge about the presence of a listed chemical without 
attempting to evaluate the exposure. 

What does this mean for Kinco®’s products?
We have chosen to provide a warning based on our knowledge about the 
presence of one or more listed chemicals without attempting to evaluate the 
level of exposure, as not all of the listed chemicals provide exposure limit 
requirements. With our products, the exposure may be negligible or well 
within the “no significant risk” range. 

However, out of an abundance of caution, we have elected to provide the 
Proposition 65 warnings on all applicable products, no matter which state the 
product is being sold.

Upcoming Amendments 
Changes to Prop 65 warning requirements are being implemented in late-2018. 
We’ll provide you with additional information as it becomes available to us. 


